XXII
EXPERIENCE

IT is very strange to contemplate the steady
plunge of good advice, like a cataract of ice-
cold water, into the brimming and dancing
pool of youth and life, the maxims of
moralists and sages, the epigrams of cynics,
the sermons of priests, the good-humoured
warnings of sensible men, all crying out that
nothing is really worth the winning, that
fame brings weariness and anxiety, that love
is a fitful fever, that wealth is a heavy
burden, that ambition is a hectic dream; to
all of which ejaculations youth does not
listen and cannot listen, but just goes on its
eager way, trying its own experiments,
believing in the delight of triumph and
success, determined, at all events, to test
all for itself. All this confession of dis-
illusionment and disappointment ,is true,
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